	Criteria
	Exemplary
	Satisfactory
	Needs Improvement

	Definition

(5 points)
	Paper clearly defines mental health with a reliable resource. 

5 points
	Paper somewhat defines mental health but is not clear

3 points
	Paper does not define mental health

0 points

	Brain
(5 points)
	Paper clearly gives information about what is happening in the brain during mental health/mental illness
5 points
	Paper does somewhat discuss what is occurring in the brain during mental health/mental illness but is hard to understand.

3 points
	Paper does not discuss what occurs in the brain during mental health/mental illness
0 points

	History
(5 points)
	Paper clearly covers the history of the mental illness.
5 points
	Paper somewhat discusses the history but not much detail.
3 points
	Paper does not cover the history of the mental illness.
0 points

	Interesting Facts
(5 points)
	Paper clearly covers 2 interesting facts about mental health/mental illness
5 points
	Paper covers 1 interesting fact about mental health/mental illness
3 points
	Paper does not cover any interesting facts about mental health/mental illness.
0 points

	Use of References (at least 3 sources)

(5 points)
	Uses more than the required number of sources (3) and a variety of types of references to support paper.

5 points  
	Uses required number of sources from journals, internet and books to support claims made in paper.  

4 points
	Does not use required sources from professional journals, internet, or books.

3 or less points

	Quality of Writing

(5 points)
	The approach to the content is unique, yet effectively conveys important information.   The essay is rich in descriptive details and elaboration of ideas.  Spelling is near perfection. Paper is 1.5 pages, double spaced, 12 point font

5 points
	Writing is interesting, organized, clear and free of mechanical and grammatical errors.  

Paper is less then 1.5 pages and other criteria are somewhat met.
4 points
	Writing is unorganized or unclear and/or contains enough mechanical and grammatical errors to be distracting to the reader. 

Paper is not 1.5 pages and criteria are not met.

3 or less points


Mental Health Paper

Student will choose a mental health topic of their choice. Choices may include:

~A mental health disease

~Achieving good mental health

~How we respond as humans to mental health

~A different topic discussed with teacher for approval

Students will then research their topic using books, journals, and/or internet sources. For any information taken from a source, the student MUST CITE the source. 

Students will write a paper covering the following areas:

~ Define mental health

~Choose 1 mental health disease or topic covering mental health

~Symptoms of the mental disease or unhealthy mental health

~ The history of the mental health disease or mental health topic

~ AT LEAST 2 interesting facts about mental health or the mental health disease

~AT LEAST 3 resources

· Paper must be AT LEAST 1.5 pages, double spaced, 12 point font, Times New Roman font, with name and class period in the upper right hand corner. 

This is your unit test so effort is a must. If you have any questions, please ask. 

Choose a topic of interest to you. 
